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Instagram and texting aside, could you give me your impression of how proficient your children are at using technology? (goal here is to hear about “proficiency in basic technology skills...words from the indicator)
Most elementary kids come to school being exposed to computers and devices at home for years. They are familiar with the medium but not the educational use.
Child in grade 3 is more focused on educational technology this year than in the past. Educational Technology is more intuitive than overwhelming at this age.

Kids “can’t get enough” they are very proficient and gravitate to it.

Special Education students do very well with the iPads, “my 7 y.o. son is non-verbal and highly proficient with technology, he jumps on the tablet and finds exactly what he wants.”

Several parents agreed that the incoming Kindergarten students are more proficient than their older siblings (the term “level I tech support” was used where the older children use it more for entertainment (You tube).
Biggest challenge is finding a cross between fun technology and the educational component. Many use technology at home “as a reward.”
Please describe the relationship – as you see it - between technology and the curriculum.  For example, what role does technology play in supporting your children’s learning.
There is a mix in the group, while some parents see it as a supplement to the work in school, “I don’t see technology as the core or their learning,” other parents say “technology is not the icing on the cake, but rather part of the cake.”

All agreed that it is the proficiency of the classroom teacher that makes the difference and that varies year to year, teacher to teacher. 

A study in Sweden was mentioned where they eliminated technology because of the limitations on creativity.

All agreed social skills are just as important as technology skills and in the elementary classroom the focus should be on interactive, hands on learning.

The question of a policy to enforce that technology is used specifically to work on the curriculum and not for using it as a babysitter was raised. Also, “what is the equity in the tools?” Kids can find stuff but they don’t really use the technology. 
Please give some examples of what you consider to be “up to date and emerging” instructional technologies.  Also, please give examples of how you would like to see these technologies used to improve teaching and learning.
“Smart Desk,” described as a giant touch screen tablet as the surface of the student’s desk.

“Video conferencing” Some ideas include connecting students classroom to classroom, district to district, or connecting with other classrooms internationally.
“Voice recognition for teachers’ voice to transcribe notes,” another parent added “Robotics instructions to translate to 3D printing.”
“Hardware for all classrooms to give students the ability to answer surveys and tabulate surveying.” It was mentioned that “Poll Everywhere” can be used through a cellphone to poll students.
Most agreed that devices should be part of school curriculum. The discussion included budget questions and recognition that not all students have the access to all types of technology in their homes. One parent was very concerned with isolating students that do not have the ability to bring a device to school.

“Smartboards in every classroom,” discussion ensued of teachers losing the students’ interest in the classroom over technology. “Digital immigrant vs. the Natives,”technology draws the interest of kids.
Describe, in your own words, what you think are the district expectations (and vision?) for how technology supports teaching and learning?
“Industry is complaining that college graduates are not ready so we need to adjust.” “What do we teach?” Parents are not clear if there is a technology curriculum. The facilitator (Dr. Berdos) reposed the question as, “What should the expectations be?”
“Students should be able to manipulate a device, use apps, access educational material online in a controlled manner and do background research on their own.”

We need to introduce it as a collaborative piece, an example was given as a group project using Powerpoint to leverage the project in a group setting. There was a discussion of 19 year olds multitasking with technology but not being able to socialize. “We need to figure out how to use it because we can bring it all in but we need to create a job or direction with it.” 

The discussion went back to technology in the home, “there has to be an understanding that not everyone has the technology. There are always the families that don’t have it, we don’t want kids feeling bad if they don’t have the technology at home.”
Students need prerequisite skills for later on in life. 
How can the district convey its vision and expectations for technology’s role in teaching and learning? (prompt for ways to convey to teachers, parents, etc.)
One parent stressed the importance of multiple formats such as e-mail, paper copies, forums. 
“In Canton the kids introduce it for a week. We should show the skill and what the end result is.” (The parent later sent an e-mail that explained that technology is used to introduce the technology during an Art Show).

A comment was made about how Mindcraft can lead to CADD and the conversation veered to 3 and 4 year olds learning to work with technology so “it ain’t hard.” The facilitator (Dr. Berdos) reposed the question as, “What is the best way to convey?”
It should be a key component for staff, teachers are the frontline and should be carrying out this mission. Teachers can shape expectations of programs. There should be a base understanding of programs district-wide. “Administrators strategize and teachers execute.”
Some questions surfaced, “Are we raising the expectations? What is the benefit of the tools?“

Programming is easy, the hard part is to organize the project, students still need communication skills to organize the project.
Technology‘s role should be conveyed through the town website, not by telephone, and not by paper. The town and the schools should have Facebook and Twitter feeds. One parent said that we need alternatives for those without technology in the home.

All parents questioned the district expectations for technology use in teaching and learning.
“They don’t have them.”

“Nothing is defined, it is up to the teacher.”

“There is something there.”

“I don’t understand what they are doing with the technology in the classroom, I see them (he points to the whiteboard) but the use is undefined.”

“Exposure and enjoyment of technology.”

“Clear communication from teacher needs to be clearly defined.”

Is there anything else that you would like to mention that has not come up in our discussion? (if not, then thanks!)
There is a concern of kids not being able to write, “kids struggle to use paper and pen.” The questions of teaching cursive and when to start the technology or keyboarding skills were raised.

One parent suggested universal technology standards, “What do you want out of grade ___>”

The point of old school vs. new school teachers was mentioned. How they use technology differs by teacher.

Technology is progressive. We are in a transition, voice recognition will replace keyboarding.

We need to teach computer skills and how to do things electronically.

Dr. Berdos concluded the discussion by talking about the infrastructure and how grades 7 through 12 have complete wireless internet access. She informed the group that we do have a technology curriculum by grade level based on the ISTE standard recommendations. She mentioned the need to leverage more technol,ogy in the elementary classrooms and suggested “COWS,” computer labs on wheels as an opportunity. 

When the group was exiting, one parent remained to ask about the technology budget. Dr. Berdos asked Mr. Yukna to speak with him and his reason for asking is that his company offers matching donations for technology integration.

Additional Question asked:
Through what activities do your students develop the 4Cs (creativity, communication, critical thinking, collaboration) with, or without, technology?

The consensus is that technology is great for collaboration and communication and that we need to make more of an effort to use it for creativity and critical thinking.

Critical thinking is the most difficult to assess through use of technology, it depends on knowing the balance of what the kids are doing and what they need support with. “Knowing your child, and knowing what they can do,” Critical thinking depends on independence. One parent mentioned that every app requires some critical thinking and used “Angry Birds” as an example of having to “figure things out and use of angles.” It was mentioned that apps are designed to think, not collaborate or communicate.

A parent of twins brought up the use of technology during playdates. They schedule “screentime” into a playdate where interaction stops and each child goes off to their own screen.

It is easier to find examples of collaboration and communication, those discussed were making videos, Ed Modo (used in a 1st grade classroom), writing books then using technology to share.

