· Instagram and texting aside, could you give me your impression of how proficient your children are at using technology? (goal here is to hear about “proficiency in basic technology skills...words from the indicator)
· Comfortable with PC’s and software

· Very adept with laptops, IPad’s, cell phones and Xbox

· Need stronger ideas how to communicate regarding appropriate use of technology

· Students have no fear of trying something new with technology

· Concern was raised about school department using software that is not current, or industry standard, and how does this support the move to private sector
· Please describe the relationship – as you see it - between technology and the curriculum.  For example, what role does technology play in supporting your children’s learning.
· Feel strongly that on-line math books and homework at Ahern Middle School has improved their students’ learning
· Elementary not on board yet with being on-line, just email & Edmoto: limited teacher communication
· Love being able to get assignments and  help on-line when student is out

· Disappointed that not all teachers use on-line options, students get frustrated with

the inconsistency.  One group of teachers use technology communication tools and another doesn’t  
· Don’t feel there is a coherent structure with where everything is

· Need more consistency with teacher use

· Love PowerSchool, often check it several times a day

· Not clear on all the technology that is in use at each grade level
· Please give some examples of what you consider to be “up to date and emerging” instructional technologies.  Also, please give examples of how you would like to see these technologies used to improve teaching and learning.
· CADD, and Advanced CADD are phenomenal
· Very much looking forward to Engineering course

· Reverse Classroom is very interesting, everyone able to move at same pace

· Parents like being able to see Flip Classroom and Blended Classroom at home

· Students need instruction on appropriate use of social media tools
· Students very comfortable doing assignments on laptops and IPads and other devices they have access to
· Parents feel they, and their students, benefit from video presentation or examples of homework issues, they do not feel there is enough of this available.  Referred to Lynda.com training video resources  
· Parents would like to know what is available ahead of time (CADD, Engineering) to plant seeds for their students’ future.  They also felt it would help them when considering alternative schooling options  

· One parent questioned the need for typing skills because of options like Dragon software.  Most parents felt it was important for later in life that students learned how to type properly. 
· Stay with the HTML5 standard.  Staying with Microsoft only may hurt district in the future

· Describe, in your own words, what you think are the district expectations (and vision?) for how technology supports teaching and learning?
· In general, they didn’t know what the districts expectations or visions for technology are so they talked about what they felt it should include 

· One parent commented that it should be “good teachers first and technology to support their skills”
· Would like to see lectures on-line with slides and voiceover directives while writing on slide at the same time (Progressive examples)
· Pleased to hear of all of the professional development for teachers, hope it will continue to be supported and possibly increased to make sure all teachers can support in-class instruction with tools for home access     
· Would like to see more mobile computers in the district
· Concern was raised for families that are unable to provide the technology equipment that may be needed for home instruction/home work
· All 7th and 8th grade teachers should be up and running with Edmoto;
believe students will catch on to technology changes faster than teachers

· Hope the district promotes teacher mentoring in technology

· Students should have exposure to current software used in the real world
· How can the district convey its vision and expectations for technology’s role in teaching and learning? (prompt for ways to convey to teachers, parents, etc.)
· News/updates should be sent to parents in video form via email
· Would like text/emails with important links attached

· YouTube link should be created and sent via email or text

· Web page should have more video presentations as well

· Parents should be sent text or email when new information is posted on website or for news of future events
· Love the Teaching and Learning updates as School Committee meetings
· Don’t think (in the future) that the district should give directive for student purchase of one particular piece of technology (IPad, laptop, Smartphone); it would have to be a personal choice of what was wanted.

· Think Android like devices will be best choice down the road because of open platform
· Can’t imagine a teacher having to work with a class of students all using four or five different types of devices.  Maybe a single web browser could be the way to minimize issues within classrooms
· Priority should be given to what technology can be provided in school for students of families that do not have access
· Is there anything else that you would like to mention that has not come up in our discussion? (if not, then thanks!)
· There have been some odd assignments given to use technology with; one student was asked to create a PowerPoint for his vocabulary words.  Parent was puzzled by assignment, as more time was spent on learning PowerPoint than vocabulary
· With regard to the inconsistency of technology use with teachers, it is believed great teaching should come first, teaching with technology second

· Feel that administration is trying to incorporate all teachers to be on the same page, but still needs to reinforce this
· Pleased that teams are used for training allowing one staff member from each school to attend training and bring information back to his/her school to share

· Questioned if the district was looking at on line or interactive textbooks with all new purchases
· Question:  In the future will the district be looking into other technology learning tools such as land surveying technology even though we are not a vocational school

· Would like additional programs for extra support to be investigated rather than just using free websites i.e. creating internal libraries
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